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On miy first landing, everything was new to me, every
Bird, every Insect, Flower &c. — in short, all was novelty
around me, and was noticed with a degree of eager
curiosity, and perturbation, that after a while subsided
into ... calmness

Elizabeth Macarthur, 1791

Drawings, watercolours, prints and illustrated
books make up many of the earliest and most
beautiful images created during the first hundred
years of European settlement in Australia. This
Wondrous Land presents works of art selected
from the National Gallery of Victoria’s renowned
collection together with informative essays by
Australian and international colonial art scholars.
Themes explored include the early fascination
with Australia’s natural history, the interest in
the traditional owners and their unfamiliar
cultures, the development of Australia’s print
trade, and Melbourne’s emerging art
community.

Lavishly illustrated with works by convict artists
such as Joseph Lycett, Richard Browne and
Charles Rodius to masterpieces by professional
artist-settlers including Conrad Martens, Eugene
von Guérard and Louis Buvelot, this publication
showcases the breadth and richness of colonial
watercolours, drawings and prints that depict
‘this wondrous land’.

Selling points

= A beautifully designed art reference book.

= Chapters organised thematically and
chronologically — perfect for research
purposes and as a scholarly resource.

= Published to coincide with the exhibition to
be held at NGV International, 29 April — 2
October 2011, and The lan Potter Centre:
NGV Australia, 16 July — 27 November 2011
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